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the brother-in-law of a councillor in the Court of
Appeal. As for Laprat-Teulet, who headed the
list, he was greeted with insults and venomous
abuse that bespattered them all. Truth to tell, he
had done a stroke or two of business on his own
account. People recalled the time when, -finding
himself mixed up in the Panama afiair and threatened
with arrest, he had grown a long beard that gave
him a venerable appearance and was wheeled about
in a little chair by his pious wife and his daughter^
the latter dressed as a nun. Every day, as part of
this humble and saintly procession, he would pass
by beneath the elm-trees of the Mall and have
himself put in the sun, a poor paralytic who traced
figures in the dust with the tip of his walking-stick,
while with cunning skill he prepared his defence,
which a verdict of " insufficient cause " had rendered
useless. Since then he had recovered, but the fury
of the Nationalists was hot against him. He was a
Panamist, so they called him a Dreyfusard. " This
man/' said Ledru to himself, " will ruin the whole
lot of us/' He mentioned his apprehensions to
Worms-CIavelin :

cc Would it not be possible, monsieur le pr6fet,
to make Laprat-Teulet, a man who has rendered
such signal service to the Republic and the country,
understand that the time has come for him to
retire into private life ?"